
705 N. HAMMONDS FERRY ROAD, LINTHICUM, MD 21090
PHONE: 410-636-1385

MEETING FORMAT
6:00 - 6:30
6:30 - 6:45
6:45
7:00 - 8:00

Social
Announcements & Table Tops
Dinner Served
Presentation

Local Chapters are not authorized to speak for the Society. 

Newsletter questions? Please contact Nikita Patel

Monthly Newsletter

IN THIS ISSUE

October 26, 2022

6:00pm to 8:00pm

Olive Grove Restaurant

Commercial Water Softening
& RO Systems

Dominic Tagliafierro 
Canature Water Group

DATE:

TIME:

PLACE:

TOPIC:

SPEAKER:

October 2022

Board of Directors
President's Report
VP Technical Report
Tech Corner
AYP | Education Report

Page 2
Page 3
Page 9
Page 10
Page 20

Register Today
Baltimore 

Graffiti

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Olive+Grove+Restaurant+%26+Lounge/@39.2221489,-76.6673136,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x89c81d67e1d2424d:0x5f7dc524707cf900!8m2!3d39.2222184!4d-76.6651186
https://baltimoreaspe.com/meetinginfo.php


ASPE Baltimore
Board of Directors

President
Charles J. Swope, PE, CPD, LEED AP B+C
Mueller Associates
president@baltimoreaspe.com

Vice President- Membership
Brian Crisp, CPD
Johnson, Mirmiran & Thompson
BCrisp@jmt.com 

Vice President- Affiliate, Scholarship
Jason J. Eagles
Bay Associates Group
Jason@bayassociates.com

Women of ASPE- Liaison
Karen Schulte, PE, CPD
Mueller Associates
KSchulte@muellerassoc.com

Administrative Secretary
Jay Otto
Otto Sales
JayOtto@ottosales.com

Vice President- Legislative
Christopher Imhof, PE, CPD
WSSC
Christopher.Imhof@wsscwater.com

Treasurer
Kathleen Dwyer-Stephens
EJ Dwyer Company, Inc.
KDwyer@ejdwyer.com 

Corresponding Secretary
Matt Obenchain, PE
Min Engineering, Inc.
Matt.Obenchain@minengineering.com

AYP Liaison | Education Chair
Nikita Patel, EIT, MBA
Sherman Engineering Company
npatel@shermanengineering.com

Historian
Jeffrey Edwards, CPD, GPD
Retired
JWEdwards33049@gmail.com

Vice President- Technical
Julian Chiveral, LEED AP BD+C
Mueller Associates
Julian.Chiveral@gmail.com

N e w s l e t t e r  A d v e r t i s i n g
As a paid advertiser, you will have your advertisement in the

newsletter for one full year (9 editions) and company logo

displayed on the Chapter website. 
Ads for the year will begin in the September issue and run

through the May issue.
All ads must be paid in full prior to the advertisement being

included in the newsletter.
Advertiser must provide ads in high resolution PDF format. Logo

must be provided in .jpeg format, 200px wide size

Cost per advertisement is as follows:
Full Page

Half Page

Please contact Nikita Patel or Chuck Swope
Make checks payable to Baltimore Chapter of ASPE.  Please

contact the Chapter Treasurer with any questions. 

$ 750.00

$ 500.00



Chuck Swope, PE, CPD, LEED AP BD+C
Chapter President

          Thank you all for making our first technical meeting a great success!

Unfortunately, I had to cut out early, but was glad that so many people came

out to see us. Since our newsletter came out before the ASPE Convention in

Indianapolis, I wasn’t able to report. Now that the convention has concluded,

there is a lot to talk about! For those of you who didn’t receive the torrent of

emails, announcements, leaflet drops, carrier pigeons, etc., it is a three day

event where vendors and manufacturers put together booths and displays of

all of the best-selling and new products. It’s a great chance to speak directly

with the manufactures and ask all of your burning questions. 
          As I wear two hats, one as an engineer for Mueller and one as the

Baltimore Chapter President, I was doubly excited to meet everyone. Not only

did I learn about new products, but I was able to speak to them about

presentations for the upcoming seasons too! We’ve even been fortunate to

invite and host those same representatives at our September meeting, so I’d

say it was a great success. There were over 250 exhibitors with a wide range

of products to show off. Where else can you find a 3D printed water closet, or

one made of stainless steel and studded with rhinestones, complete with a

chromed seat?   
          I’d be remiss if I didn’t mention our entry into the ASPE Racing at Indy

Derby. When in Rome, do as the Romans do, as the saying goes. Weighing in

at 4.875 oz and bearing a near representation of our beloved Maryland flag

and genuine plumbing copper, our entry finished at a respectable 31st

position, but 1st in class if they were judging by appearance alone. 

President's Report



          The convention wasn’t just a great place to meet manufacturers, it was a

great chance to discuss ideas with other chapters. For a lucky few, (including

myself, Julian, and Niki) we were able to attend the convention as delegates. There

were an additional two days of business where we discussed and voted on new

bylaws and amendments to existing ones. This was also our opportunity to vote for
our new society board members as well. 
          I am happy to announce that we have a new Region 1 director, Paul Freeman.

Paul hails from the Long Island chapter and has some fresh ideas for our region,

like promoting shared resources. We all put a lot of effort into making our chapters

educational and entertaining (I know Baltimore does), so it would be great if we

could share our successes throughout the region. I’m particularly interested in

Philadelphia’s Plumbing Training Classes and Connecticut’s summer cornhole

tournament. Without these resources, we wouldn’t have had a chance to partner

with the Boston Chapter for our joint Revit Training meeting! 
          That being said, I’m looking forward to the Technical Symposium held next

year in Bellevue, WA where the focus will be on technical sessions. It will be a great

opportunity to learn about new technologies and how to better implement the

ones we’re familiar with. I’m sure there will be a rainwater harvesting or a

Legionella class that may catch your attention. After that, we’ll be back in the

almost east cost for the next Convention in 2024. Look out Columbus, OH! ASPE’s
coming to judge your convention hall restrooms, so the hot water better come

quick. 

...continued











Julian Chiveral, LEED AP BD+C
Vice President- Technical

Technical Report
Hello fellow ASPE enthusiasts! 

October brings with it cooler weather, pumpkin spice, and everyone’s favorite: another

ASPE meeting! Before I get into our October technical session, I want to extend my

sincerest thanks to everyone in attendance at our September meeting, especially our

esteemed presenter Niki Patel, who helped introduce many of us to NIH Design

Requirements Manual and important considerations when designing laboratory gas

systems. 

As everyone who attended can attest, we only just scratched the surface during our

meeting when it comes to the complexities of laboratory design, so reach out to Niki with

any additional questions you have. I’d be willing to bet you can find her contact info in a

couple locations throughout the newsletter.

Our upcoming October meeting will feature yet another exciting topic from a great

presenter. This month we’ll be discussing commercial water softening and reverse

osmosis. We’ll explore the impact that hard water has on our piping systems and the

technology that exists to help soften it. We’ll also learn about reverse osmosis: what it is,

when to use it, and how to size and select a system. Facilitating all this learning will be

Dominic Tagliafierro, a sales engineer at Canature Water Group. Dominic works with water

softeners and RO systems in a variety of applications everyday.

I can’t wait to see Dominic and the rest of the ASPE family at the meeting – it’s gonna be a

good one!

Best,
Julian Chiveral, LEED AP BD+C
Vice President - Technical 























Nikita Patel, EIT, MBA
(Region 1) AYP Liaison | Education Chair

I'd like to start by thanking our chapter for the incredible opportunity to serve as a delegate in

Indianapolis! It is an experience I highly recommend to all our young Engineers for networking,

education and of course- fun! If you're having FOMO after going through the pictures earlier in the

newsletter, follow us on LinkedIn and check out our recent posts for more of what you missed. 

As Julian said, if you are looking for more in depth information on last month's NIH DRM

presentation, please don't hesitate to reach out to me.  

I look forward to seeing you all later this month.  











SEPTEMBER 9
Enhance Revit Design to

Increase Design Efficiency

Microdesk - Boston Chapter

S E P T E M B E R  1 5
Industry Night 
on the Terrace

MCA

S E P T E M B E R  2 8
Lab Gas Design
Using the NIH DRM

Sherman Engineering - Nikita Patel

O C T O B E R  2 6
Commercial Water

Softening & RO Systems

Canature Water Group

N O V E M B E R  1 4 *
Valve Material

Applications

Jomar - Lauren Berenato

D E C E M B E R  1 4 Natural Gas Design OmegaFlex

J A N U A R Y  2 5 VPMIA Code Review Amtron

F E B R U A R Y  1 9 - 2 5 Engineer's Week -

F E B R U A R Y  2 2 Sprinkler Design UMD - Ken Isman

M A R C H  2 2 Fire Pumps STH

A P R I L  2 6 Booster Pumps QuantumFlo

A P R I L  T B D Annual Golf Outing -

M A Y  2 4 WSSC Code Update WSSC - Chris Imhof

S U M M E R  2 0 2 3 Summer Holiday Party -

D A T E T O P I C P R E S E N T E R

*Please note, this meeting will be held on a Monday

Tabletop Presentations: $100 to provide a tabletop presentation of equipment or

material relative to the plumbing profession. The tabletops will be set up from the

beginning to the end of the monthly meeting and provides the opportunity to provide a

brief (under 5 minutes) presentation. 

Please make checks payable to the Baltimore Chapter of ASPE.  Contact Kathy Dwyer or Chuck Swope if interested 
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