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Our hands-on sales team is ready to
assist you in any way possible,
making your job a little easier.

We look forward to working with
you.

PLUMBING
SOLUTIONS &
SPECIFICATIONS

PL-101



American Society of
Plumbing Engineersw

- (CASPE

B ALTIMORE
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Chapter President

Greetings faithful readers!

| come to you with great news. As you know our chapter has been selected to host the Region One
President’s Meeting, where all chapter presidents (as the name implies) gather with a second
delegate to share ideas. These ideas are the same as we’ve enjoyed for years here in the
Baltimore chapter, like sharing technical meeting topics with other chapters, joining meetings with
the local Plumbers Union, and even making Chapter Challenge Coins. These little ideas turn into
big ideas very quickly. | hope that this year we’ll bring even more wealth to the chapter. As you
may have heard, | had the fortune of being invited to the New York Capital Region’s World
Plumbing Day as a presenter. It was held in sunny Albany, who actually had better weather than
we did in Baltimore. It was a fun event with seminars planned for all aspects of plumbing
engineering (an idea that maybe happening in a much closer venue near you *wink*).

Without attending the annual president’s meeting and the ASPE convention, I'd have never met
Jean Martin and never had so many opportunities brought to me. Happy to announce that
sponsorships are coming in from our dedicated affiliates. We have secured our meeting venue,
Friday Social Gathering, and are working towards finalizing our Saturday Evening Dinner. While the
meeting is well attended and informative, it's the social bonds we create that help even further.
After all, it's important to know who your friends are, and I've made many friends that | can count
on.

| only wish that we could invite everyone in the chapter to this meeting. One meeting that | can
invite you all to is the 2026 ASPE Convention in Oklahoma City! If you've been reading my articles
(and why wouldn’t you?), you'd know that it's coming up soon in October. | need to bring it up
now, because if | waited until our meetings restart in September, we'd almost be too late! Kind of
like the Daytona 500, we start our ASPE seasons with our biggest show! | appreciate the effort that
is put into each and every year and this year is shaping up to be as bold as every other. So watch
this space for more info. As soon as the registration is open, we’ll be one of the first ones to tell you
all about it.

Your Chapter President,
-Chuck Swope
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Technical Report

Thank you everyone who came out to Industry Night and who joined us for our virtual tech session. E.J.
Henninger’s presentation on fireground operations was excellent, as were each of our presenters at
Industry Night — Hari Patel, Joshua Roycroft, and Donny Hickman.

We've coaxed Professor Ken Isman out of retirement for a presentation on the most recent edition of NFPA
13, Standard for the Installation of Fire Sprinkler Systems, including two significant changes for the design
of fire sprinkler systems under sloped roofs and in rooms with very high ceilings. Professor Isman has been
involved in research in both areas throughout his career and that research (along with a great deal of
work by others) has resulted in a significant change in philosophy in how fire sprinkler systems are
designed for occupancies with high or sloped ceilings.

From 1987 to 2014, Mr. Isman was an engineer with the National Fire Sprinkler Association (NFSA), where he
ultimately rose to the position of Vice President of Engineering. He is a Licensed Professional Engineer in
the State of Connecticut and is an elected Fellow of the Society of Fire Protection Engineers (SFPE). Isman
has represented the fire sprinkler industry on over a dozen of the National Fire Protection Association’s
(NFPA) technical committees, and from 2000 to 2006 he was a member of the NFPA Standards Council.
He has been a speaker at more than 600 seminars, workshops and conferences on fire protection
systems.
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Back to Basics: Water Supplies

Technical Article (from Plumbing Engineer, a PHCP Publication)
November 3, 2025
By Victoria B. Valentine, P.E.

Public, private or combined water sources require careful evaluation and maintenance to meet the flow,
pressure and quality demands of a fire sprinkler system.

Fire sprinkler systems play a critical role in fire protection for many buildings. They can save lives and property
when properly installed and maintained for the hazards they address. However, these systems are water-
based and, therefore, rely heavily on having an adequate water supply. So, onto the discussion of water
supplies, key requirements and details to ensure the water supply is available and ready.

Types of water supplies

To begin, many properties in the United States use a public water system to supply fire protection systems.
Public water systems have many advantages as they are a utility relied upon in many jurisdictions. As a utility,
they are held to a high standard of performance, which aligns well for use in supplying a fire protection
system.

Public water supplies are typically the simplest option, as the infrastructure is already in place, and the source
is considered reliable and stable. Of course, they may not work perfectly for every building and fire sprinkler
system installed, but they are a good starting point. In addition, they are potable water, which helps limit the
amount of contaminants to meet state and federal guidelines.

When a public water supply is not available or not the desired option for the sprinkler system, then a private
water supply would be used. This supply could be dedicated to a campus of buildings or a single fire sprinkler
system. A private supply is comprised of private piping (not part of the water utility), open sources (e.g., ponds
or lakes), wells or tanks. This allows for independence from the water utility, but can create additional
maintenance in confirming the appropriate capacity and water quality over the system’s lifespan.

There can also be scenarios where a combination of public and private is used as the water supply. In some
situations, redundancy is implemented in this manner, particularly in buildings where the water supply is
critical.

It should be noted that confirming the water supply is part of the owner’s responsibility as declared by Section
4.2(4) in NFPA 13. For public water supplies, this also includes any necessary adjustments to the flow test data
to account for supply fluctuations or safety factors. The jurisdiction’s water authority commonly guides the
adjustments and could include, but is not limited to, peak demands, changes based on planned development,
elevation changes and seasonal usage. Many larger jurisdictions also use modeling programs to predict
water availability based on future conditions.

Water supply demands

After the water supply source is determined, it needs to be evaluated to determine if it can provide the fire
sprinkler demand for the flow, pressure and duration expected for the supply.

These values are all affected by the building’s occupancy and the hazards anticipated based on its use. For
example, light hazard occupancies, such as offices or classrooms, require a 30-minute water supply, while
ordinary hazard occupancies, such as retail shops, parking garages or mechanical rooms, need at least a 60-
minute water supply.
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IObviously, this will vary the total volume required to be available for fire protection. It is important to note that
with multiple water-based fire protection systems, the water supply must be able to meet the demand of any
system individually. It is assumed that only one fire incident will occur at any given time.

For each water-based system protecting a space, the flow (gpm) and pressure (psi) are calculated where it
connects to the water supply. The specific amounts will vary depending on the sprinklers or nozzles used, the
pipe material and sizes, and the layout of that piping throughout the system, all the way back to the supply
connection.

The sprinkler or nozzle selected affects the amount of water based on how much is required for the hazard,
along with the pressure needed to create the spray pattern. In addition, choosing the pipe diameters across
the piping network will factor into the hydraulics of the system and the amount of pressure required in the
water supply to meet that demand.

Layout technicians plan the fire protection system in accordance with the appropriate system standards, such
as NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems. This also includes hydraulic calculations that
allow the technician to refine the pipe sizes, ensuring that the water supply can meet the demand. As part of
the installation standard, sprinkler systems must also account for water used by the responding fire
department at the point of connection, such as a fire hydrant.

What happens when the existing supply does not meet the necessary demand? The water supply will need to
be supplemented. This could be a scenario where the public water supply can provide the amount of water
and duration needed for the system, but it cannot achieve the pressure. Here, a fire pump could be used to
increase the pressure of the supply and meet the system demand. Another situation may be a building that
requires a water storage tank to provide water for the fire protection system(s).

It is common to use a fire pump to supplement the water supply, whether public or private. These installations
are commonly governed by NFPA 20, Standard for the Installation of Stationary Fire Pumps. When a pump is in
place, it becomes a critical component in that water supply. Fire pumps come in different sizes to handle a
wide range of flow needs, creating the necessary pressure so the water reaches the remote area of the
sprinkler system.

Water quality

Water is basic in fire protection, but the quality of that water can affect the systems, especially over time.
Public water supplies are often considered the baseline, as the water is a potable source and regulated by
water authorities. What are the concerns around water quality? Two of the top concerns are sediment carried
in with the water and corrosion in the system from the water.

Sediment can enter the system and settle in the nooks and crannies within it, affecting the fire sprinklers. Fine
sediment could settle and solidify at the sprinkler inlet, limiting water flow through the device should it operate.
Larger sediment could pose a challenge by blocking water flow in smaller piping or at the inlet of a sprinkler.
There is also the chance of larger sediment passing through a sprinkler and impacting the deflector, possibly
altering the spray pattern.

Where a known problem exists, filtration may be a solution. If open water sources are used, then required
screens are in place to keep larger sediment, debris or even wildlife (fish, frogs, etc.) out of the system
equipment and piping.
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Water itself can cause corrosion when in regular contact with materials such as steel pipe. Corrosion is limited
as the systems are not in regular operation. Microorganisms in the water could increase the corrosion rates of
piping materials. The owner’s certificate also calls attention to this, stating, “Any special knowledge of the
water supply, including known environmental conditions that might be responsible for corrosion, including
microbiologically influenced corrosion (MIC),” (Section 4.2(5)). This should be shared so appropriate action
can be taken as needed.

In general, corrosion within systems takes a significant amount of time before it needs to be addressed, but it
highlights the importance of periodic inspection, testing and maintenance to ensure that it is not a
detrimental problem.

Care should also be taken around any treatment used for the condition of the water. Although it may improve
the water, there could be adverse effects on the system'’s equipment or piping. Something as simple as high
levels of chlorine in the water can speed up the oxidation of steel, which can create rust and, eventually, pits
and leaks in the piping.

Also, if additives are present in the water, compatibility must be confirmed to prevent inadvertent harm to
devices, equipment and piping. This would also apply if recycled or reclaimed water is used, as there are
many variables regarding where the recycled or reclaimed water originated.

Inspection, testing and maintenance

In general, water-based fire protection systems follow NFPA 25, Standard for the Inspection, Testing, and
Maintenance of Water-Based Fire Protection Systems. This applies to any of the fire protection systems and
supply lines not under the jurisdiction of a public water authority. Periodic reviews confirm that the system
operates as intended, with tests included to demonstrate that the expected water is available to the system
should there be a fire incident

Technologies are now implemented to aid in monitoring water levels, so if action is needed, it can be handled
in a timely fashion. Inspection, testing and maintenance cannot be stressed enough as reviewing system
components for their functionality keeps the system working.

Future considerations

When planning the fire sprinkler system, many of the details and thoughts are about the present moment and
use of the building. However, it is also important to think ahead as most systems will be in place for many
years. Considerations related to water supply may include future water conditions and availability, especially
in developing areas.

For example, if a new manufacturing facility is built nearby and has high water demands for its regular
operations, does this alter the amount available for existing fire protection systems in the area? Unfortunately,
no one-size-fits-all answer exists. Hopefully, local authorities are monitoring growth and development to aid
existing building owners in keeping their property and occupants safe.

Another topic that has continued to arise in recent years is climate change. As weather patterns change and
global warming continues, the amount of water available can change, too. This may be more prevalent in
open sources of water, such as a drought affecting the level of a pond that supplies the fire sprinkler systems
for a campus of buildings.
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This change will not be seen overnight, as it often takes many years to make a significant difference. However,
as the existing stock of buildings continues to age, confirming the water supply is crucial to the proper
performance of its water-based systems.

Without water, no fire sprinkler system will work. The water supply is relied on heavily to protect lives and
property every day. Understanding the source of water and the components needed to deliver it to the fire
sprinklers is key. Each system — fire sprinkler, standpipe, fire pump, etc. — requires detailed knowledge for both
installation and ongoing maintenance.

Every building owner wants to achieve longevity for their fire sprinkler system and its water supply. Keeping an
eye on the water supply and its components will provide the best outcome should the fire sprinkler system be

called into action.

AFSA News

Looking to expand your knowledge on water-based fire protection systems? Webinars are a great way to learn
about a specific topic from the convenience of your desk. AFSA provides more than 20 webinars each year,
and they are free for AFSA members (honmembers can attend for a nominal fee).
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For nearly 60 years, Mueller Associates has delivered plumbing engineering designs
that strengthens communities through health, sustainability, and innovation.

Mueller Associates

1306 Concourse Drive, Suite 100

Mueller Linthicum, MD 21090
www.muellerassoc.com

410.646.4500

ENGINEERING GREAT EXPERIENCES
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Temper Water. Not Expectations.
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@ Improved temperature control with Globe Valve Design
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rate monitoring options

IntelliStation 2 performance data can be viewed from
anywhere and tracked over time for trends that can help
optimize your system and anticipate issues. This next
generation mixing valve can be monitored and controlled
remotely via Nexa or your BMS, and doesn’t require factory
preprogramming, a laptop, or special software when
commissioning or making or adjustments.

e lNnexa|

nexaplatform.com
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10910 Pump House RD
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701

+ years of professional sewvice!

Proudly representing quality BAA compliant products:

AGS

americangassafety.com

Aquarius Showers
aquariusproducts.com

Bradley Corporation

bradleycorp.com

Chicago Faucet Company
chicagofaucets.com

Chronomite Heaters
chronomite.com

Circuit Solver
circuitsolver.com

Comfort Designs

comfortdesignshathware.com

Filtrine Drinking Fountains

Filtrine.com

Keltech Tankless Heaters
keltech-inc.com

ThermOmegaTech

thermomegatech.com

Laboratory, Kitchen, CO2, Gas detector UL approved valves &
enclosures. Emergency off button w/valve. Complete utility control
for water. Merlin digital controller. In Stock!

Residential & commercial. Acrylic & gel-coat ADA compliant showers.
Barrier free shower pans + tube replacement pans. In Stock!

Washfountains, lavatory centers, Halo emergency fixtures, repair
parts. Natural quartz Evero,Verge, Advocate, Omni Deck, Washbar.
Washrooms accessories. In Stock!

Quality faucets for commercial applications, now offering sensor faucets.
Meet the no-lead laws with our E-cast products. Food service for your
entire kitchen, restaurant needs. Full lines of back mount, deck mount
styles with pre-rinse, glass & pot fillers, faucets built to last! In Stock!

Electric instantaneous hot water heaters from 0.2gpm to high capacity.
Instant-micro & insta-temp digital mixers for multiple applications.
Including Omni laminar flow controls. In Stock!

Thermostatic balancing valve, automatically & continuously maintains
recirc temperature. Manufactured by ThermOmegaTech, inline valve
eliminates time consuming balancing procedures.

ADA compliant, tile finish & tub replacement fixtures. Shower pans, ADA
units, multi-piece with solid surface finish. Asura trench drain. New
integral trench drain w/zero threshold shower systems. In Stock!

Drinking water products with a tradition of superior quality craftsmanship.
Bottle filling stations, chillers, UV purifiers. Taste master carbon filters
with stainless steel housing.

Commercial, industrial, & emergency applications. Precisely engineered,
for quality tankless performance to suite your needs. 5kW to 144kW, ASME.

Drain tempering valve - DTV - to add cold water to drain lines for codes.
The STV - steam wash down station high temp mixing w/hose & wash down gun.
Scald guard & freeze protection valves for emergency fixtures.

Established - 1970

Contact Us:
www.ejdwyer.com

Fax:888-811-4830

Phone: 240-553-0112

customerservice@ejdwyer.com

Kathy Dwyer - kdwyer@ejdwyer.com - 443-250-0285
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PLUMBING PLANS REVIEWER'S CORNER

March’s review involved a combi-oven/steamer requiring two water connections, one for
untreated domestic water, and one treated for water to address the hardness level, and an
indirect waste discharge capable of hovering around 180°F after follow-up research. Since the
revised drawing submission failed to submit a spec sheet on the proposed water treatment
device, a lead-free ASSE 1013 testable BFP assembly shall be required for the treated water
supply branch. The untreated domestic water branch requires at a minimum a lead free ASSE
1024 non-testable BFP device. The plastic material proposed for the indirect waste is CPVC
pending approval once a spec sheet has been received. The means in addressing the
installed PVC receptor and its drain piping below slab has yet to be presented.

This month’s review involves a Code Waiver request. The originally reviewed and approved
drawing set shows the make and model of a 75-gpm capacity flow-based grease interceptor
(VBGI) and a grease waste calculation table (see below). The applicant had submitted a
dishwasher spec sheet

VENT FOR SIZING CALCULATION
VENT FOR 300
rw—* we . FOR GREASE TRAP
I'_"":' g; MIN 112" L! WP St < ao-
MIN. 112 | %?-' — '*i e Maycoww. sk | 12 GPM
E . : | AR ( 34 6 G
s | Lmemmn - J R - ¥ | sGPwm
— 75 4075004 (4 13 .
/ J e
/ DISH WASHER | 2 7 G
DEVICE

during the review period indicating that rack dishwashing time cycle of 90 seconds and water
usage of 1.09 gallons per cycle. The Code Waiver request indicated substituting the approved
FBGI with the same make but different model (50 GPM capacity, 3950A03, 3" inlet/outlet
connections). Was the waiver approved, disapproved, or simply archived for the Commission’s
records?
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ASME Water Heaters for all energy sources. AquaPLEX Duplex stainless steel tank, I L _—
semi-instantancous, instantancous, flexible fuels, condensing boilers, digital mixing valves. A WATTS Brand
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HUBBELL WATER HEATERS: www.hubbellbeaters.com
ASME and Non-ASME water heaters. Electric, gas, steam and indirect. Cement lined tanks, hazardous I'I”bbELl

locations, tepid water heating systems, RO/DI, heat pump water heating. O

LYNC: wwiw.lynchywatts.com fa) ®
Engineered System Solutions; Commercial Heat Pump Water heating, Packaged Water Heating Systems, Qo Lync
and Hot Water Wellness Solutions.

AET ALTERNATE ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES: www.aetsolar.com

Solar Water Heating Systems, complete drainback systems, flat panel solar collectors,
engineering support.

& ALTERNATE

J

AMTROL: wiwnw.amtrol.com
ASME and non-ASME Expansion Tanks, Hydropncumatic Tanks, Storage Tanks, and t‘
Air Elimination Equipment AMTROL

LAWLER MANUFACTURING: www.lawlervalve.com

Thermostatic Mixing Valves for Domestic Water; manifold recirculation stations, Emergency Mixing L AWLE R
Valves, Combination Temperature and Pressure Valves, Photographic Control Valves, thermostatic and

Digital Mixing valves.

STINGRAY SYSTEMS: wun.tepid.com %
Emergency fixture and mixing valve solutions; eyewash, eve/face, shower only, combination stations, s!! Y

emergency mixing valves.

THERMON MANUFACTURING: wnviv.thermon.com
Freeze Protection for Pipes, Control and Monitoring Systems, Roof and Gutter Deicing, Snow Melting and Floor ‘Iﬂmm
Warming Cables, Domestic Hot Water Temperature Maintenance.

HEATIZON: wiww.beatizon.com
Electric Snow Melting Systems, Electric Roof Deicing, Electric Slab Heating, Electric Radiant Floor
Heating, Turn Key Electric Snow Melting Systems. HEATIZON

FRIO: www.frio.co
Next generation heat trace controllers using loT connectivity, innovative sensing, and advanced
control methods to provide 24/7 advanced monitoring with automatic fault notification. r lo

REIMERS: wunv.reimersinc.com

Electric steam boilers, electric hot water boilers, custom engineered skid packages, unvented fzeirn.m
blow off tanks, vented blowdown separators. R i

TRICON FORCE PIPING SOLUTIONS: wunw. tfpiping.com
Pre-Fabricated, Pre-Insulated Piping Systems, Secondary Containment and 7 TRICON FORCE
Conduit Piping Systems for Industrial and Commercial Applications. FRNG SRUTIONS

Please contact Jason Eagles - Jason@hayassociates.com
10943 McCormick Rd, Hunt Valley, MD 21031
PHONE 410-825-6616 | FAX 410-825-6618 | www.bayassociates.com




Ultra-premium efficiency.
Simplified components.
Easily serviceable.
Highly compact.

Introducing the e-HVX/e-HVXR — engineered with the modern

mechanical rcom and modern-day building challenges in mind.

Coupled with Xylem's hydrovar® X smart motor technology, the
e-HVXR offers a higher performance with a reduced footprint

compared to legacy generation models.

Maximized by X: Space-saving by design
bellgossett.com/poweredbyx

© 2024 Xylem Inc. Bell & Gossett is a trademark of Xylem Inc. or one of its subsidiaries.
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UMMINS-WAGNER

100% Employee Owned

Info-CW@cummins-wagner.com

410.792.4230 | cummins-wagner.com

xylem




HIGH PERFORMANCE.
ENHANCED PROTECTION.

Charlotte Pipe and Foundry's Edge HP Iron plpe and fittings
are designed for aggressive DWV applications. This specially
coated cast iron provides enhanced protection for environments
such as hospitals, commercial kitchens, soda fountains,
casinos, and more. The electrocoating process prevents
delamination, delivering cutting-edge performance eveny time.

PIPE AND FOUNDRY COMPANY

@ ch

PIPE & COUPLING QMNQC( NUSK

SOURCED IN AMERICA. MADE IN AMERICA.

<
ELEAF

ALES AGENCY

Patrick Leonard: (443)401-9695 Dave Jones: (443)834-4410

Patrick@4leafsales.com Dave@4leafsales.com



Countless Solutions All Built to be the Best

Residential and commercial solutions offering exceptional performance,
efficiency, reliability and innovations, including Microban® antimicrobial
technology inside all tank-type water heaters.

Learn more =
[Blifee ] BRADFORD WHITE’

E WATER HEATERS
Built to be the Best

Microban® antimicroblal product protection helps prevent the growth of bacteria, mold and mildew that may affect the product. The built-in antimicrobial properties do not protect users or
others from disease-causing organisms. Microban® is a registered trademark of Microban Products Company. ©2025, Bradford White Corporation. All rights reserved.

A Thinner Shield is Better!

TRANSFERENCE OF TORQUE

Thicker gauge shield materal blocks the torgue fram getting to the
gaskel. & thinner shield protects the gasket while allowing a more
effician transier of torque theralore providing a better seal,

DEFLECTION

A thinner shield is mare forgiving, flexibie, and malleable. 11
bends with the joint allowing the seal 10 remain strong. A thick
shield i= nigid and does not form itself aver the jeent.

STEPPED JOINTS e
The thinner shield aliows the sheeld to conform over the stepped @ "'j
joint providing a mare aflective seal, "; i

Interested in lexming mome? Contact Glenn Spilling, National Sales Manager »
gspilling@idealtiridon.com | 615-686-7826 IDEAL »
TRIDON

Or visit us online at TdealTrdon, com!



Barnard Associates
55 Aileron Court, Suites 1 & 2
Westminster, MD 21157
(P) 410-720-0900, (F) 410-720-0904

Canplas

Plastic Grease Traps, PVCDWYV Fittings and Plumbing Specialties
Centoco Corp

Toilet Seats

Compass Manufacturing

Toilets and Stainless-Steel Sinks

Enfield

Acid Waste Piping, High Purity Piping

Guardian

Double Containment Piping Systems

Hammond Valves

Plumbing and Heating Valves

Ideal Tridon Couplings

No Hub, Heavy Duty and Specialty Couplings

Ipex

Schedule 40 & 80 PVC and CPVC Pipe

Milwaukee Valve

Domestic & Import Metal Ball, Butterfly, Check, Gate, Globe
High Performance Butterfly

NAC-NewAge Casting

Cast Iron and Epoxy Coated Pipe

SAS Safety Corporation

Protective Safety Equipment

Speakman Company

Hospitality Fixtures, Commercial Brass Emergency Equipment
Wolverine Brass

Plumbing Products for the Professional

Contact:
Office Phone: 410-720-0900
Office Fax: 410-720-0904



ASSOCIATED
MECHANICAL

EQUIPMENT
SUPPLIERS

AMES, Inc. is a manufacturer's representative of water
and wastewater treatment, pumping, and HVAC

equipment. We serve the municipal, commercial, and

industrial markets in Delaware, Maryland,

PRODUCT OFFERINGS:

+ Overwatch Direct Inline Pumping System

Northern Virginia, West Virginia, and District of Columbia. * Pumps

PARTNERING
WITH THE
INDUSTRY'S
PREMIER
BRANDS
2 PENTAIR Over\/\/atch )
Auﬁ;ﬁ»\ CB=— STANCOR
TIGERFLOW. GreenTurtie >
wahaso 'F((L,usv ABRICATION Q

8918 Herman Drive | Columbia, MD 21045
www.amesinc.com | info@ames.com

+ Controls

» Water & Wastewater

» Packaged Systems

+ Rainwater & Water Reuse
+ Grease/Interceptor

PARTS & SERVICES

» New Construction Field Service
* Warranty & Repair
+ Maintenance Contracts

» Parts & Aftermarket Sales

(e 410.995.6971
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Hari Patel

Regional Manager

Technical Services

570.899.9413 ‘
hari.patel@mcwaneplbgrp.com JAB&I:  (Cri v
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Schedule of Meetings

DATE Topic Speaker
Engineering Ethics And
SEPT 17 .g J . Rebecca Bowman
Dispute Resolution
0CT15 Medical Gas Niki Patel
NOV 19 Hot Water Recirculation Engineer Presentation -
Systems Chuck Swope (Mueller)
Panel — moderator, code
DEC 17 Everything We Do Wrong reviewer, Contractor, Sr.
Engineer
JAN 28 Industry Night Local UAS
FEB 18 : Engineer Presentation -
Topic TBD :
P Michael Do (Setty)
Communication Skills and
MAR 11 - . Niki Patel and BJ Allen
Bridging Generational Gaps
APR 22 Fire Protection Ken Isman
MAY 20 , Engineer Presentation -
Topic TBD . . .
P Joe Niedzielski (2RW)

If you have a specific topic, speaker, or case study you would like to see included in our program, please let us
know. Likewise, if you or your firm would be interested in presenting at one of our sessions, we encourage you to
share your availability.
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	Greetings faithful readers!
	I come to you with great news. As you know our chapter has been selected to host the Region One President’s Meeting, where all chapter presidents (as the name implies) gather with a second delegate to share ideas. These ideas are the same as we’ve enjoyed for years here in the Baltimore chapter, like sharing technical meeting topics with other chapters, joining meetings with the local Plumbers Union, and even making Chapter Challenge Coins. These little ideas turn into big ideas very quickly. I hope that this year we’ll bring even more wealth to the chapter. As you may have heard, I had the fortune of being invited to the New York Capital Region’s World Plumbing Day as a presenter. It was held in sunny Albany, who actually had better weather than we did in Baltimore. It was a fun event with seminars planned for all aspects of plumbing engineering (an idea that maybe happening in a much closer venue near you *wink*).
	Without attending the annual president’s meeting and the ASPE convention, I’d have never met Jean Martin and never had so many opportunities brought to me. Happy to announce that sponsorships are coming in from our dedicated affiliates. We have secured our meeting venue, Friday Social Gathering, and are working towards finalizing our Saturday Evening Dinner. While the meeting is well attended and informative, it’s the social bonds we create that help even further. After all, it’s important to know who your friends are, and I’ve made many friends that I can count on.
	I only wish that we could invite everyone in the chapter to this meeting. One meeting that I can invite you all to is the 2026 ASPE Convention in Oklahoma City! If you’ve been reading my articles (and why wouldn’t you?), you’d know that it’s coming up soon in October.  I need to bring it up now, because if I waited until our meetings restart in September, we’d almost be too late! Kind of like the Daytona 500, we start our ASPE seasons with our biggest show! I appreciate the effort that is put into each and every year and this year is shaping up to be as bold as every other. So watch this space for more info. As soon as the registration is open, we’ll be one of the first ones to tell you all about it.
	Your Chapter President,   -Chuck Swope
	Julian Chiveral, PE, CPD, LEED AP BD+C Vice President- Technical & Education Chair

	Technical Report
	Wednesday, April 22nd | Fire Protection February

	Tech Corner
	Back to Basics: Water Supplies
	Types of water supplies
	Water supply demands

	Back to Basics: Water Supplies
	Water quality

	Back to Basics: Water Supplies
	Inspection, testing and maintenance
	Future considerations

	Back to Basics: Water Supplies
	AFSA News
	ARE YOU RESPONSIBLE FOR DESIGNING MEDICAL GAS SYSTEMS?

	asse 6060
	April27-May 1, 2026
	The finalexamshallbecompletedby 1PM on
	May 1, 2026

	8:00AM - 4:30PM
	Instruction shallbe32hrs from Mon-Thurs. Exam shall be proctored on Friday morning.
	Greenman-Pedersen, Inc.
	80Wolf Rd, #600
	Albany, NY 12205

	$2,495
	Includes:NFPA 99 Code Book, Daily
	Continental Breakfast, Lunch, and ASSE 6060 MGTC Credential
	If you are responsible for designing medical gas systems, read on to see why you should take this class!  Jee Elward ASSE 6060 jelward@shermanengineering.com


	REGISTER

	March’s review involved a combi-oven/steamer requiring two water connections, one for untreated domestic water, and one treated for water to address the hardness level, and an indirect waste discharge capable of hovering around 180oF after follow-up research. Since the revised drawing submission failed to submit a spec sheet on the proposed water treatment device, a lead-free ASSE 1013 testable BFP assembly shall be required for the treated water supply branch. The untreated domestic water branch requires at a minimum a lead free ASSE 1024 non-testable BFP device. The plastic material proposed for the indirect waste is CPVC pending approval once a spec sheet has been received. The means in addressing the installed PVC receptor and its drain piping below slab has yet to be presented.
	This month’s review involves a Code Waiver request. The originally reviewed and approved drawing set shows the make and model of a 75-gpm capacity flow-based grease interceptor (VBGI) and a grease waste calculation table (see below). The applicant had submitted a dishwasher spec sheet
	during the review period indicating that rack dishwashing time cycle of 90 seconds and water usage of 1.09 gallons per cycle. The Code Waiver request indicated substituting the approved FBGI with the same make but different model (50 GPM capacity, 3950A03, 3” inlet/outlet connections). Was the waiver approved, disapproved, or simply archived for the Commission’s records?
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