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Welcome to the 2025-26 season of the Baltimore ASPE Chapter! In case you are new to the chapter (or
just hiding under a rock), we just celebrated our 50  anniversary all season long. We had a lot to pack in
and one event just wasn’t going to do it. Last year we re-introduced engineer led technical topics, had a
distillery tour, recommissioned our chapter charter, and more. To cap it all off, we held our first ever Crab
Feast! I was very happy that everyone was able to come out and enjoy the park and dig in to fresh
steamed crabs, music, and outdoor dining with friends. We recognized and renewed our commitment to
working with the DC chapter and recognized the talents of Niki Patel, as she steps forward from Baltimore
AYP Laision into her new role as Society AYP Liaison!

th

While it’s almost too much to list here (and I do love me a good list), our celebration was just the
beginning! We’re continuing the hard work that our board members have put forth and with the help of
the DC and Philly chapters, we’ve put a great slate of technical topics for this season. The intent for the
topics this season is to introduce our members and soon to be members to topics they deal with every
day, but may not be immediately thinking about. To kick it all off, we’re reintroducing Professional Ethics
topic. If you’re first thought was, "This has nothing to do with me”, well that’s even more reason to attend!
Making sure that the client gets what they pay for and making sure that your company doesn’t over
extend themselves is everyone’s business. Later this season, we’re bringing not one, not two, but three
peer engineer lead technical topics, including one by yours truly. I’ll be discussing Hot Water Recirculation
systems, and back by popular demand, Joe Niedzielski will continue his discussion on Contract
Management. Other sessions will include, our famous union event, a communication skills topic on how
to bridge generation gaps, our favorite UMD Professor Ken Isman, and a Panel discussion featuring a
code reviewer, contractor, and senior engineer to discuss how each approaches problems with a design
and the tools they have to resolve them. I was right, I really do love lists!

Those eagle eyed members may also have noticed a different pricing structure for our chapter events.
We believe that we have come to a compromise in bringing you the value of a good dinner and technical
topic with the rising costs of putting on a great show. We did raise our ticket prices, but are also offsetting
that price with early bird discounts! Those discounts are available right up until the week of the meeting,
so for most of us, there’s not much change. The discount expires on the Friday before and regular prices
are in effect until the day before the meeting. Our venues need time to prepare all of the great food and
while we respect your time commitments, it is hard for us to accommodate last minute additions. We
thank you for your consideration and I welcome your feedback. After all, this is your chapter! 

Chuck Swope, PE, CPD, LEED AP BD+C
Chapter President







Julian Chiveral, LEED AP BD+C
Vice President- Technical

Technical Report
When Billie Joe Armstrong first wrote the iconic lyric “wake me up when September ends,” it originally
included a little known exception: “but don’t let me sleep through the Baltimore ASPE meeting.” It may
not have made it into the final cut… but it’s an important lesson nonetheless.
This season, we will be back at Little Havana for our meetings – at least to start things off. I am always
open to suggestions for alternate venues in and around Baltimore that could support our monthly
meetings.
For September, we’ve found a speaker/topic combo that is sure to be a hit – especially for our MD
licensed engineers. We’re discussing ethics! More specifically, we’ll cover dispute resolution for engineers
and the corresponding ethical obligations. The structures and roles will be integrated with the
requirements of the Code of Ethics for Engineers of the National Society of Professional Engineers.
Specific applicable case from the Board of Ethical Review will demonstrate the ethical tensions and
implications.
 
Our presenter is Rebecca A. Bowman, Esq., P.E., D.F.E. (NAFE #1153). Bowman recently completed a four-
year term as the Senior Director of Ethics and Professional Practice with the National Society of
Professional Engineers. She is a registered professional engineer, a certified arbitrator and mediator, and
a Diplomate of Forensic Engineering.  She received her B.S. degree in civil engineering from the University
of North Dakota, her M.B.A. degree from Oklahoma University, her J.D. degree from Duquesne University,
and her post-graduate certificate in Sustainability Policy from Penn State. She just celebrated her 50th
year in heavy construction and is a recovering HVAC engineer.
 
I don’t know about you, but I can’t wait for the deep dive into ethics. I’ll see you folks on September 17th at
Little Havana. As always, registration is available on the Baltimore ASPE website.



Ethics and Engineering
Consider and evaluate your current projects to bring focus to the ethical boundaries and good practices
employed each day.

October 7, 2019 - Victoria B. Valentine, P.E.

This article originally appeared in Plumbing Engineer, a PHCPPros publication. For more articles like this, please visit www.phcppros.com

Engineers and specifically those who work with fire protection regularly work to achieve public health, safety
and welfare in their projects. This is the engineer’s obligation of professional conduct to help create and
sustain the natural and built environments in a way that does not put undue risk and danger on the public. A
key component in achieving this is ethics.

Merriam-Webster.com defines ethics as, “the principles of conduct governing an individual or a group.”
What principles of conduct govern your professional career? There are many organizations engineering
professionals choose to affiliate with, such as the American Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE), the National
Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) or the Society of Fire Protection Engineers (SFPE), to name a few. These
professional engineering organizations, and many others, each have a code of ethics for members to abide
by.

A code of ethics is often comprised of the fundamental reminders about honesty, impartiality, competence,
knowledge and skills. If you have not reviewed an ethics code, it might be a good time to find those for the
organizations you hold a membership. The professional conduct of engineers is, in general terms, expected to
be one where knowledge is used to the best of one’s ability to do good works meeting the task goals and
maintaining fair and safe conditions.

Ethics are not an everyday conversation for most engineers. So, how often do ethics arise in engineering work?
They are a fundamental part of engineering work even if not discussed directly. For many, it starts with the
simple philosophy that an engineer does not practice outside his or her area of expertise. This is highlighted in
most licenses for those who are professional engineers (PEs).

However, while most jurisdictions regulate that professional engineers handle specific tasks, they do not
regulate the disciplines of the engineers who actually complete the work. This is covered by engineers needing
to understand and recognize where their expertise ends and another professional is required.

Expertise areas, conflicts of interest

Fire protection engineers come from many different disciplines and backgrounds. With the variety of areas to
work in for a career, it is vital to abide by standards of ethics and only practice in subject matter that you hold
expertise. For some fire protection engineers, this may be fire protection systems design or fire risk analysis or
wildland-urban interfaces.

Although a fundamental competency is expected of a fire protection engineer (see “Minimum Competency
for Fire Protection Engineers,” Plumbing Engineer, July 2018) across many subjects within a discipline, a more
in-depth knowledge develops, forming an expertise in only some of the areas. Similarly, other engineering
disciplines can demonstrate a variety of expertise areas.

Ethics have grown in importance with licensing boards, such that now many states require PEs to have a
specific number of continuing education units each renewal cycle. Typically, the requirement is for an hour or
two focusing on ethics every two or three years for those boards that have implemented this. Most of the
professional societies offer courses to help members and nonmembers meet this requirement; many local
chapters bring in speakers to help attendees gain these credits, too. Check with your state boards for their
specific requirements pertinent to license renewals.

http://www.phcppros.com/


Ethics and Engineering

This article originally appeared in Plumbing Engineer, a PHCPPros publication. For more articles like this, please visit www.phcppros.com

Another area where ethics are essential to an engineer’s career is identifying conflicts of interest. Some may
be obvious; others may be more subtle. A conflict of interest occurs where the concerns and goals of one
project/client where an engineer is working are incompatible with another project/client. In application, this
means that cumulatively, projects need to be evaluated on an overview to consider any possible conflicts of
interest and the best course of action.

NSPE has many resources for its members in the ethics category. Regulations are essential for the
environment we live in, but without the strong ethics of the engineering community, things could still go awry.
Tools frequently asked questions (FAQs), Board of Ethical Review Cases, and a Licensure and Ethics Hotline.
Studying past cases and situations that arose for others may enlighten us to areas of concern needing more
attention in our work.

Cases where ethics come into question can involve gray areas where interpretation and consideration of all
the scenario details are crucial. This topic can impact everyone. Articles, newsletters and other resources are
abundant if you look for them. The question is: Are you looking? Have you taken the time recently to recall how
important your professional ethics are to your work, as well as those around you? Maybe it is time to share
with your colleagues, too, or mentorees.

Take a look at NSPE’s Engineers’ Creed. It can offer a quick refresh on a topic that is not only core to sound
engineering, but can help to remind us of the service engineering is to the world around us — whether you’re a
member, nonmember or work in and around engineering.

NSPE’s Engineers' Creed

As a Professional Engineer, I dedicate my professional knowledge and skill to the advancement and
betterment of human welfare.

I pledge:

    •  To give the utmost of performance;
    •  To participate in none but honest enterprise;
    •  To live and work according to the laws of man and the highest standards of professional conduct;
    •  To place service before profit, the honor and standing of the profession before personal advantage, and   
        the public welfare above all other considerations.

In humility and with need for Divine Guidance, I make this pledge. Adopted by the National Society of
Professional Engineers, June 1954.

Ethics is often a field of gray, when we would like engineering to fit, similar to many calculations, into black-
and-white rules. Taking the time to consider current projects and evaluate the ethics surrounding them can
bring focus to the ethical boundaries and good practices employed every day.

Acting ethically is a responsibility that all engineers must carry. Protecting public health, safety and welfare is
no easy task, but it is a challenge I know the engineering community can conquer. 

http://www.phcppros.com/






Nicole Murphy
Vice President- Membership

Nicole Murphy
Membership Report

Hello Baltimore Chapter!

Welcome to the 2025–2026 ASPE Kickoff Newsletter!
 We’re excited for a new year ahead—full of opportunities, connections, and hopefully plenty
of growth!
We’re thrilled to welcome our newest members who joined over the summer:

Donnie Stewart Black
Patrick Fulford
Stephen Wagner
Timothy Cassady
Nicholas D. Bowleu

With 137 members and counting, our chapter continues to thrive. ASPE membership
provides unmatched opportunities for professional development, industry networking, and
access to valuable resources—including our always-engaging monthly meetings.

👉 Not yet a member? Now’s the perfect time to join!

 Already a member? Help us grow by inviting colleagues and peers to attend an event or
explore membership.
🔗 Learn more or join here

Upcoming Events
September 17th – First Chapter Meeting at Little Havana
September 19th – AYP Event: Baltimore Pirate Cruise

Let’s keep building our community and growing together this year—we can’t wait to see you
at our upcoming events!

https://aspe.org/membership-global-community/join/






ASPE Signs Renewed MoU with IAPMO, ASSE International, and ARCSA
International

ASPE and IAPMO have renewed a memorandum of understanding (MoU), now
incorporating ASSE International and ARCSA International, to jointly advance and
promote the mutual interests of education, regulations, design, specifications,
installation, and inspection of plumbing systems, as well as training, testing, and
certifying qualified professionals to perform design work responsive to the need to
conserve and protect water supplies and reduce energy use connected to the
delivery and use of water.

For more details, please visit,

https://aspe.org/blog/aspe-signs-renewed-mou-with-iapmo-asse-international-
and-arcsa-international/

CPSC Warns Consumers to Immediately Stop Using Certain Chinese-Made
Faucets Sold on Amazon.com Due to Dangerous Lead Exposure for Infants, Young
Children and Pregnant Women

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is warning consumers to
stop using certain bathroom and kitchen faucets sold on Amazon.com that can
leach lead into drinking water. Lead ingestion can cause harmful neurological
effects on infants, young children, and pregnant women, including attention-
related behavioral problems, decreased cognitive performance and lower IQ. CPSC
advises to stop using and dispose of these faucets immediately.

Chris Imhof, PE, CPD
Vice President- Legislative

 Legislative Report

https://aspe.org/blog/aspe-signs-renewed-mou-with-iapmo-asse-international-and-arcsa-international/
https://aspe.org/blog/aspe-signs-renewed-mou-with-iapmo-asse-international-and-arcsa-international/


These warnings follow a CPSC enforcement sweep targeting dangerous faucets
manufactured in China. CPSC issued a public health and safety finding to expedite
public warnings about these faucets because individuals may be in danger from
these product hazards.

For more info, please visit,

https://www.cpsc.gov/Warnings/2025/CPSC-Warns-Consumers-to-Immediately-
Stop-Using-Certain-Chinese-Made-Faucets-Sold-on-Amazon-com-Due-to-
Dangerous-Lead-Exposure-for-Infants-Young-Children-and-Pregnant-Women

Colorado launches new building code designed to encourage efficient, all-
electric homes

On September 2, the Colorado Energy Office published its Model Low Energy and
Carbon Code today, which will become the state’s new minimum building code on
July 1, 2026. The new building code is a modified version of the 2024 International
Energy Conservation Code. The new Code does not prohibit the installation of fossil
fuels but encourages the construction of all-electric buildings.

To read more, please see,

https://www.cpr.org/2025/09/02/colorado-new-building-code-energy-efficient-
electric-homes/

California halts building code updates

At the end of June, California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) signed into law AB 130, a
sweeping bill that aims to make it easier to build housing, reforms that many
lawmakers and experts agree are long overdue given the state’s severe housing
crisis.

But one provision could needlessly slow the state’s progress on its climate and
clean energy goals, according to advocates. The law pauses updates to state and
local building codes — the mandatory construction standards meant to ensure that
new buildings are safe and energy efficient — for the next six years.

To read more, please see,

https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/california-halts-building-code-updates-
073000030.html

https://www.cpsc.gov/Warnings/2025/CPSC-Warns-Consumers-to-Immediately-Stop-Using-Certain-Chinese-Made-Faucets-Sold-on-Amazon-com-Due-to-Dangerous-Lead-Exposure-for-Infants-Young-Children-and-Pregnant-Women
https://www.cpsc.gov/Warnings/2025/CPSC-Warns-Consumers-to-Immediately-Stop-Using-Certain-Chinese-Made-Faucets-Sold-on-Amazon-com-Due-to-Dangerous-Lead-Exposure-for-Infants-Young-Children-and-Pregnant-Women
https://www.cpsc.gov/Warnings/2025/CPSC-Warns-Consumers-to-Immediately-Stop-Using-Certain-Chinese-Made-Faucets-Sold-on-Amazon-com-Due-to-Dangerous-Lead-Exposure-for-Infants-Young-Children-and-Pregnant-Women
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xc4dr1UTkQl8d2B_CFJ13onbEo6qgpj2?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xc4dr1UTkQl8d2B_CFJ13onbEo6qgpj2?usp=drive_link
https://www.cpr.org/2025/09/02/colorado-new-building-code-energy-efficient-electric-homes/
https://www.cpr.org/2025/09/02/colorado-new-building-code-energy-efficient-electric-homes/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/california-halts-building-code-updates-073000030.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/california-halts-building-code-updates-073000030.html


NYC Legionnaires’ outbreak linked to two city-run buildings, including Harlem
Hospital

A New York City hospital and another city-run building were sources for a deadly
outbreak of Legionnaires’ disease in Harlem that killed seven people and sickened
dozens of others. Several survivors, meanwhile, have already sued over the
outbreak. Lawyers representing two workers at the impacted construction site have
said they believe untreated rainwater from recent storms in the cooling towers led
to the outbreak.

City and state officials in 2015 enacted regulations requiring building cooling towers
be regularly registered, tested and inspected following a deadly outbreak in the
city.

To read more, please see,

https://apnews.com/article/legionnaires-disease-new-york-harlem-
e509d666283abb9e22492a374c62c9f5

https://apnews.com/article/legionnaires-disease-new-york-harlem-e509d666283abb9e22492a374c62c9f5
https://apnews.com/article/legionnaires-disease-new-york-harlem-e509d666283abb9e22492a374c62c9f5


Hello Everyone!

I hope everyone had a great summer with lots of opportunities for some rest and relaxation!
For those of you I have yet the pleasure of meeting in person, I will be serving as the ASPE
Young Professionals Liaison for the Baltimore Chapter this season. I have been a mechanical
engineer with Mueller Associates since early 2022, and a member of the Baltimore ASPE
chapter for the past two seasons. 

Justin Saelens, LEED AP BD+C
ASPE Young Professionals Liaison

AYP Report

Still being relatively green in the industry, I have found
my participation and membership with ASPE to be
extremely valuable. The technical meetings have given
me insight into the complexities of plumbing systems
and equipment I may have yet to be exposed to, or
have only been involved with on a superficial level. For
any younger engineers, whether that happens to be
you or a colleague, who may be on the fence about
attending any ASPE events, I highly encourage coming
out and giving it a chance. 

As a first step, the first AYP event of the season is
quickly approaching and would be a fantastic
opportunity to network with some fellow young
engineers. The event will be held alongside the Young
Engineers of ASHRAE and will be a happy hour on the Urban Pirates Cruise in the Baltimore
Harbor. If you are interested in attending, please see the details on the flyer below. I hope to
see you there!



Happy New ASPE Year members of the DC and Baltimore ASPE Chapters. In May, I left you
with a situation whereby a 3-comparment sink had three 1-1/2 IW discharging into a 3” FS
per the Drawing Notes. This is something that I shall not approve. The square root of the sum
of the squares of the indirect wastes shall be one pipe size smaller than the drain of the
receptor.For a 3-inch receptor drain, the maximum uniform pipe size of three IW is 1¼”.   Also,
the Sizing Calculations per the drawing indicated that the IW are ¾” each whereby there is a
discrepancy with the information provided. 
This month’s issue involves the BK Resources Flow-Based Grease interceptor model BK-GT-
40 and the question before you is as follows: Why is this specified grease interceptor not
allowed by WSSC Water (see below)?

David Bailey
PLUMBING PLANS REVIEWER’S CORNER



If you think you know the answer, be prepared to reveal it at this September’s Chapter Meeting.
















